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THE ANTARCTIC TREATY

MESSAGE

FROM

'THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

TRANSMITTING

A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE ANTARCTIC TREATY, SIGNED AT
WASHINGTON' ON DECEMBER 1, 1959, BY THE PLENIPOTENTI-
ARIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND ELEVEN
OTHER COUNTRIES ‘ :

FeBrUuARY 15, 1960—Treaty was read the first time and the iRjunction of
secrecy ‘was removed therefrom. Tlie Ureaty, the President’s message of
transmittal, and all accompanying papers were referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations and ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate

Tas Wrire Houss,
: February 15, 1966.

To the Senate of the United States: ' :
With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the Senate to
sratification, I transmit herewith a certified copy of the Antarctic
Treaty, signed -at Washington on December 1, 1959, by plenipoten-
tiaries of the United States of America and 11 other countries.
. This is a unique and historic treaty. It provides that a-large area
of the world—an area equal in size to Europe and the United States
combined—will be used for peaceful purposes only. It contains a
broad, unrestricted inspection system to ensure that the nonmilitariza-
tion provisions will be earried out.

The purposes and provisions of the treaty are explained in the repcrt
of the Secretary of State, which is transmitted herewith.

I transmit also, for the information of the Senate, a certified copy of
the final act of the Conference on Antarctica, held at Washington
October 15 to December 1, 1959, at which the treaty was formulated.
“- The final act does not require ratification. :
46118—60—1
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. I am gratified to recall that it was at the initiative of the United

States that the Conference on Antarctica was convened. On May 2,

:1958, the United States- extended to the 11 other countries which
%a.rticipated in the Antarctic program of the International Geophysical .
ear an invitation to participate in & conference to consider the con-
clusion of a treaty on Antarctica for certain stated purposes. The -
invitation was accepted by all 11 countries: Argentina, Australia, :

Belgium, Chile, the French Republic, Japan, New Zealand, Norway,
the Union of South Africa, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and -
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
The spirit of cooperation and mutual understanding with which
representatives of the 12 countries drafted the Antarctic Treaty and
si%ned it for their respective governments is an inspiring example of -

what can be accomplished by international cooperation in the field of
science and in the pursuit of peace. "
I believe that the Antarctic Treaty is a significant advance toward :
the goal of a peaceful world with justice. In the hope that the United
‘States, which initiated the idea of the Antarctic Treaty, may be oneof :
the first to ratify it, I recommend that the Senate give it early and .
favorable consideration. '
: Dwigar D. EISENHOWER.

© - Tee Wans Housg, February 15, 1960.

- (Enclosures: (1) Report of the Secretary of State; (2) the Antarctic
Treaty (certified copy); (3) U.S. Government note of May 2, 1958;
(4) final act of the Conference on Antarctica (certified copy).)

‘ DerArRTMENT OF STATE,
L . Washington, February 4, 1960.
‘The PresipEnT, .
"The White House: i
I have the honor to submit to you, with a view to its transmission
to the Senate for advice and consent to ratification; a certified copy
of the Antarctic Treaty, signed at Washington on December 1, 1959,
on behalf of the United States of America and 11 other countries.
Those countries are Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Chile, the French
Republic, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, the Union of South Africa,
.the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the United Kingdom of
‘Great Britain and Northern Ireland. o
~_The treaty was formulated at the Conference on Antarctica held 4t
Washington from October 15 to December 1, 1959. The idea for the
Conference was initiated by the Government of the United States
which, on May 2, 1958, extended an invitation to take part in such
a conference to the 11 other countries which participated in the
. Antarctic program of the International Geophysical Year. A copy
of the U.S. note of invitation, dated May 2, 1958, is enclosed for
_transmittal to the Senate for its information.
- Acceptances were received from all 11 governments, and subse-
- quently informal preparatory talks were held in Washington amon
representatives of the 12 countries. When the Conference convene
-on October 15, 1959, it used as a basis for discussion working papers
considered in the course of the preparatory talks.
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The treaty formulated at the Conference and signed on bebalf of
- all 12 countries iricorforates the basic fpm})oses of the U.S. proposal
¢ and provides practical means for their fulfillment.

" The treaty counsists of a preamble and 14 articles. It was drafted,
gs stated in the preamble in recognition:

4 v % ¥ % that it is in the interest of all mankind that Antarctica shall continue

¢ forever to be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and shall not become the

:  scene or object of international discord.

/ ‘The preamble also makes clear that the treaty is designed to further
tNhe purposes and principles embodied in the Charter of the United
-Nations.
. Article I dedicates Antarctica to peaceful purposes only. It out-
. -laws measures of s military nature, such as the establishment of
military bases and fortifications, the’carrying out of maneuvers, and
the testing of weapons. It specifies that military personnel or equip-
" .ment may be used there for scientific research or any other peaceful
purpose. As the United States and a few other countries have
" conducted their Antarctic programs with logistic support provided by
/" their military establishments the latter provision was considered
" -appropriate to dispel any doubt that peaceful programs could con-
tinue to be carried out in this way.

Article II provides that freedom of scientific investigation in
‘Antarctics -and cooperation toward that end, as applied during the
International Geophysical Year, shall continue subject to the pro-
visions of the treaty.

Article III contains provisions for the promotion of such inter-
national scientific cooperation. Under its terms the parties agree
‘that scientists may be exchanged between expeditions and stations
in Antarctica. The parties also shall keep one another informed. of
their plans for scientific programs in Antarctica and -shall make
freely available scientific observations. Such exchaunges would be
made to the extent that the parties consider it feasible and practicable.
‘The article also encourages the establishment of cooperative working
relations with those specislized agencies of the United Nations and
other international organizations having a scientific or technical
interest in Antarctica. _ 4

Article IV specifies that nothing in the treaty will be interpreted
as a renunciation of any party’s claim to sovereignty, as a renunciation
or.diminution of any party’s basis of claim, or as prejudicing the posi-
tion of any party regarding recognition or nonrecognition of another
party’s claim or basis of claim. The article also specifies that while
the treaty is in force no acts or activities will constitute a basis for
asserting, supporting or denying a claim or create any rights of sov-
ereignty in Antarctica. It is finally prowded that no new claims can
be made and no existing claims enlarged while the treaty is.in force.

It is believed that the manner in which the treaty deals with the
sensitive problem of territorial clauns is one of its most significant
aspects. Seven of the twelve countries which signed the treaty have
for thany years asserted claims of sovereignty to portions of Antarctica,
some of which overlap and have given rise to occasional frictions. The
claimants are Argentina, Australia, Chile, France, New Zealand,
Norway, and the United Kingdom. Neither the United States nor
the Soviet Union has made any territorial claims, nor do they recog-
pize the claims of others. Other nonclaimant countries which are
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'signatories to the treaty are Belgium, Japan, and the Union of South
"Africa. In essence, arficle IV minimizes the possibility that disputes
over claims to sovereignty will erupt and interfere with constructive
.scientific work in Antarctica. : :

Article V bans all puclear explosions in Antarctica and the dumping
there of radioactive waste material pending the conclusion of inter-
‘national agreements on nuclear uses. In effect this provision prevents
Antarctics from being used as a nuclear proving ground or as a diimp-
ing ground for radioactive wastes. It prevents the possibility that
‘harmful fallout will be carried to neighboring regions. However,
t]iis article does not prevent the use of nuclear energy in atomic power-
plants. - '

Article VI establishes the zone of application of the treaty. By
its terms the treaty applies to the area south of 60° south latitude,
including ice shelves, that is, thick portions of ice attached to the
land and extending seaward; but the rights of any state under inter-
national law with regard to the high seas within the area are not
affected.

Article VII contains provisions designed to ensure that the peaceful
-intent of the treaty is being carried out. It permits the signatory -
parties, and any acceding parties qualified to participate in the con-
sultative meetings, to send observers anywhere in Antarctica at any
time. The observers must be nationals of the sending party smd
‘their designation must be made known to every other party having:’
the right to send observers. They are to have complete freedom ‘of
access to all areas of Antarctica and must be permitted to inspect
stations, installations, and equipment as well as ships and aircraftiat .
points of discharging or embarking cargoes or personnel in Antarctica.
Aerial observation by any country having the right to send observers
is also permitted. Parties are required to furnish advance notice of -
all Antarctic expeditions by their ships or nationals and all Antaretic -
expeditions organized in or proceeding from their territories. They |

" must also report all stations In Antarctica occupied by their national

~ and all military personnel or equipment intenged to be sent to Ant
arctica for pesceful purposes. The requirement to give advance in-.
formation would not, of course, prevent previously notified plans front
being modified or revised, upon further notice, whenever advisabl
because of unforeseen events such as budgetary limitations, weather;

or damages to ships or equipment. =

Under article VIII each party has exclusive jurisdiction over its. 5
own nationals who are observers designated under the treaty for in
spection purposes or scientific personnel exchanﬁed between exped!
tions or stations in Antarctica, in respect of all acts or omissions
occurring while such persons are in Antarctica for the purpose @
exercising their functions. Members of the staffs accompanying sue
persons are also covered. The positions of the parties relating 4
jurisdiction "over all other persons in Antarctica are not affect
The parties agree to consult together immediately should any disp
arise concerning the exercise of jurisdiction in Antarctica. :

Under article IX, representatives of the 12 signatory states aret
meet in Canberra, Australin, within 2 months after the treaty ente
into force and thereafter at times and places which they deem suitgble::
Their functions will be to exchange information, to consult togetler,

on matters of common interest pertaining to Antarctica; and to rét--
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ommend to their governments measures in furtherance of the principles
and objectives of the treaty. These measures are to become effective
when approved by all of the parties who were entitled to participate
in the meetings held to consider those messures,

A country which has become party to the treaty by accession may
qualify to participate in the meetings during such fime as it demon-
strates its interest in Antarctica by conducting substantial scientific
research there.

Representatives participating in the meetings will receive the
reports of observers carrying out inspection under the treaty.

. Regardless of whether measures to facilitate the exercise of treaty
.rights are adopted, all rights established by the treaty, including, of
course, rights to conduct inspection, may be exercised from the date
the treaty enters into force.

By article X the Pa.rbies,_ are obliged to exert appropriate efforts,

. consistent with the Charter of the United Nations, to see that no one
- engages in any activity in Antarctica contrary to the principles of the
. treaty. Its aim is not only to prevent such activity by nationals and
- organizations under the jurisdiction of the parties but to deter
¢ countries which are not parties to the treaty and their nationals and
- organizations, from engaging in nonpeaceful activities in Antarctica,.
In effect it pledges the parties not only to refrain from giving assist-
~ance to persons or countries which micht engage in nonpeaceful
activities or atomic tests in Antarctica, %ut to take active steps to
discourage any such activity.
Under article XI dispufes among the parties arising under the
" treaty are to be resolved by peaceful means of their own choice, such
-88 arbitration, conciliation, or the like. If this proves unsuccessful,
he dispute is to be referred to the International. Court of Justice,
with the consent of all parties to the dispute.
- Article XIT provides a method for modifying or amending the
reaty at any time by unanimous consent of the parties entitled to
articipate in the consultative meetings. An amendment will enter
to force when all such parties give notice that they have ratified it,
arties not entitled to participate in the meetings may accept the
amendment within 2 years. If they fail to do so within that time
hey will be deemed t0 have withdrawn from the treaty.
_The treaty has no specified duration, but article XTI provides that
fter 30 years any of the parties participating in consultative meetings
ay ask for a Conference to review the operation of the treaty.
Amendments approved at such a Conference by a majority of those
presented, incﬁ)uding & majority of the consultative parties, will enter
to force when ratified by all of the consultative parties. If a modifi-
ition or amendment approved at such a Conference does not, enter
to force within 2 years, any country may withdraw from the treaty,

Article XTIT provides that the treaty will enter into force when
tified by all 12 signatory states. It contains an accession clause by
hich countries other than the original 12 may acquire the rights and
sume the obligations embodied in the treaty. All states members
.the United Nations and any other state which is unanimously in-
ed by the consultative parties may accede. '
Article XTIT also names the United States as depositary government
d contains other provisions of a formal nature relating to ratification,
accession, and registration with the United Nations.
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By article XIV the English, French, Russian, and Spanish language’
versions of the treaty are declared to be equally suthentic. P

On the occasion of the signing of the Antarctic Treaty the Govern-
ments of the United States, Argentina, and Chile declared that the
treaty does not affect their obligations under the Inter-American
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, signed at Rio de Janeiro on September
2, 1947 (62 Stat, 1681). :

The U.S. representative to the Conference on Antarctica was Am-
bassador Herman Phleger, former Legal Adviser of the Department of
State. Alternate Representatives were Ambassador Paul C. Daniels
and Mr. George H. Owen. The U.S. delegation included, in addition
to officers of the Department of State, a representative of the Depart-
ment of Defense. Congressional advisers were the Honorable Frank
Carlson and the Honorable Gale W. McGee, U.S. Senators. The
delegation received advice directly from the National Science Founda-
tion, the agency responsible for coordinating the planning and manage-
ment of the U.S. scientific program in Antarctica. It was also advised
by a committee of six distinguished scientists appointed by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences because of their active interest in scientific
investigations in Antarctica.

There is transmitted for your information, and for that of the
Senate, the final act of the Conference on Antarctica, signed at Wash-
ington on December 1, 1959, by plenipotentiaries of the 12 partici-
pating nations. The final act does not require ratification.

I believe that the signing of the Antarctic Treaty is a substantial
achievement. Its ratification by all of the signatory states would
further, in an entire continent, peaceful cooperation in the attain-
‘ment of scientific progress. It i1s based on the will to maintain peace
in an important area of the world. The United States, which has
engaged in extensive -exploratory and scientific activities in Antarc-
tica, initiated the idea of the Antarctic Treaty, which is believed to be
in the best interests of this country and of all mankind. It is hoped
therefore that the United States may be among the first to ratify it.

Respectiully submitted.

CurisTiaNn A. HerTER.

Enclosures: (1) the Antarctic Treaty (certified copy); (2) U.S. Gov-
ernment note of May 2, 1958 (copy); (3) final act of the Conference
on Antarctica (certified copy). :

THE ANTARCTIC TREATY

The Governments of Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Chile, the French
Republic, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, the Union of South Africa,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great.
Britain and Northern Ireland, and the United States of America,

Recognizing that it is in the interest of all mankind that
Antarctica shall continue forever to be used exclusively for
peaceful purposes and shall not become the scene or object of
international discord;

Acknowledging the substantial contributions to scientific
knowledge resulting from international cooperation in scientific
investigation in Antarctica; '

Convinced that the establishment of a firm foundation for the
continuation and development of such cooperation on the basis
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of freedom -of scientific investigation in Antarctica as applied

during the International Geophysical Year aécords with  the

interests of science and the progress of all mankind; o
Convinced also that a treaty ensuring the use of Antarctica

for peaceful purposes only and the continuance of international )
harmony in Antarctica will further the purposes and principles’

. embodied in the Charter of the United Nations;
Have agreed as follows: :
ArricLe I

1. Antarctica shall be used for peaceful purposes only. There shall
be prohibited, inter alia, any measures of a military nature, such as
the establishment of military bases and fortifications, the carrying
out of military maneuvers, as well as the testing of any type of
weapons. _ .

2. The present Treaty shall not prevent the use of military person-

nel or equipment for scientific research or for any other peaceful

purpose.
Axrticre II .

Freedom of scientific invest.ifation in Antarctica and cooperation

~ toward that end, as applied during the International Geophysical
Year, shall continue, subject to the provisions of the present Treaty.

Articre III

1. In order to promote international cooperation in scientific in-

vestigation in Antarctica, as provided for in Article II of the present
Treaty, the Contracting Parties agree that, to the greatest extent
feasible and practicable:

(a) information regarding plans for scientific programs in

Antarctica shall be exchanged to permit maximum economy and

efficiency of operations;
(b) scientific personnel shall be exchanged in Antarctica be-
tween expeditions and stations;
(c) scientific observations and results from Antarctica shall
be exchanged and made freely available.
2. In implementing this Article, every encouragement shall be
ven to the establishment of cooperative working relations with those
pecialized Agencies of the United Nations and other international
organizations having a scientific or technical interest in Antarctica.

ArtioLe IV

1. Nothing contained in the present Treaty shall be interpreted as:

(a) a renunciation by any Contracting Party of previously

asserted rights of or claims to territorial sovereignty in
Antarctica;

(b) a renunciation or diminution by any Contracting Party

of any basis of claim to territorial sovereignty in Antarctica

which it mnay have whether as & result of its activities or those of-

its nationals in Antarctica, or otherwise;
(¢) prejudicing the position of any Contracting Party as re-

gards 1its recognition or non-recognition of any other State’s
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© right of or claim or basis of claim to territorial sovereignty in

htarctica., ‘

2. No acts or activities taking place while the present Treaty is in
foree shall constitute g basis for asserting, supporting or denying a -
claim ‘to territorial sovereignty in Antarctics or create any rights of
sovereignty in Antarcticg No new claim, or enlargement of an
existing claim, to territorig] sovereignty in Antarctica shall be agsserted
while the present Treaty is in force,

ArTICLE V

. 1. Any nuclear explosions in Antarctica and the disposal there of
radioactive waste material shall be prohibited. :
2. In the event of the conclusion of international agreements con-

cerning the use of nuclear energy, including nueclear explosions and
the disposal of radioactive waste material, to which all of the Con-

ARTICLE VI

" The provisions of the present Treaty shall apply to the area south
of 60° South Latitude, ncluding all ice shelves, but nothing in the
present Treaty shall prejudice or in any way affect the rights, or'the
exercise of the rights, of any State undep international law with regard
to the high seas within that ares.

ArricLe VII

1. In order to promote the objectives and ensure the observance
of the provisions of the present Treaty, each Contracting Party
whose representatives are entitled to ‘participate in the Iteetings

referred to in Article IX of the Treaty shall have the right, to designate
observers to carry out any inspection provided for by the present
Article. Observers shall ge nationals of the Contracting Parties
which designate them. Th names of observers shall be communicated
to every other Contracting Party having the right to designate
observers, and like notice shall be given o the termination of their
appointment,.

2. Each observer designated in accordance with the provisions of
paragraph 1 of this Article shall have complete freedom of access at
any time to any or all areas of Antarctica,.

- 3. All areas of Antarctica, including all stations, installations and
equipment within thoge areas, and all ships and aireraft at poirits of
discharging or embarking cargoes or personnel in Antarctica, shall
be open at all times to inspection by any observers designated in
accordance with baragraph 1 of this Article. '

4. Aerial observation may be carried out at any time over any or
all areas of Antarctica by any of the Contracting Parties having the
right to designate observers. .

. 5. Each contracting Party shall, at the time when the. présent
Treaty enters into force for it, inform the other Contracting Parties,
and thereafter shall give them notice in advance, of -
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(4) -all expeditions to and within Antarctica, -on the part.of
its ships or nationals, and all expeditions to Antarctica organized
- in or proceeding from its territory;
: (by all stations in Antaretica occupied by its nationals; and
(c) any military personnel or -equipment intended tq be
introduced by it into Antarectica subject to the conditions pre-
scribed in paragraph 2 of Article I of the present Treaty.

ARi'ICLE VIII

L. In order to facilitate the exercise of their functions under the
present Treaty, and without prejudice to the respective positions of
the Contracting Parties relating to. jurisdiction over all other persons
in Antarctica, observers designated under paragraph 1 of Article VII
and scientific personnel exchanged under subparagraph 1(b) of
Article IIT of the Treaty, amd members of the staffs accompanying
any such persons, shall be subject only to the jurisdiction of the
Contracting Party of which they are nationals in respect of all acts
or omissions occurring while they are in Antarctios for the purpose
of exercising their functions. L -

2. Without prejudice to ‘the provisions of paragraph 1 of this
Article, and pending the adoption of measures in pursuance of sub-
paragraph 1(e) of Article IX, the Contracting Parties concerned in
any cése of dispute with regard to the exercise of jurisdiction in
Antarctice shall immediately consult together with a view to reaching

a mutually acceptable solution, o
Alz'i‘chE IX

1. Representatives of the Contracting Parties named in the pre-
amble to the present Treaty shall meet at the City of Canberra
within two months after the date of entry into force of the Treaty,
and thereafter at suitable intervals and places, for the purpose
of exchanging information, consulting together on matters of commeon
interest pertaining to Antarctica, and formulating and considering,
and recommending to their Governments, measures in furtherance of"
the principles and objectives of the Treaty, including measures
regarding:

(a) use of Antarctica for peaceful purposes only;

(b) facilitation of scientific research in Antarctica;

(¢) facilitation of international scientific cooperation in Ant-
arctica;-

(d) facilitation of the exercise of the rights of inspection pro-
vided for in Article VII of the Treaty;

(8) questions relating to the exercise of jurisdiction in Ant-
arcbica; :

(f) preservation and conservation of living resources in Ant-

_arctica,

2. Each Contracting Party which has become g party to the present
Treaty by accession under Article XIIT shall be entitled to appoint
representatives to participate in the meetings referred to in paragraph
1 of the present Article, during such time as that Contracting %gzrty
demonstrates its interest in Antarctics by conducting substantial

48118—80——2
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scientific research activity there, such as the establishment of a
scienfific stationi or the despatch of a scientific expedition.

3. Reports from the observers referred to in Article VII of the
present Treaty shall be transmitted to the representatives of the
Contracting Parties participating in the meetings referred to in
paragraph 1 of the present Article. :

4. The measures referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall
become effective when approved by all the Contracting Parties whose
representatives were entitled to participate in the meetings held to
consider those measures.

5. Any or all of the rights established in the present Treaty may be
exercised as from the date of entry into force of the Treaty whether
or not any measures facilitating the exercise of such rights have been
proposed, considered or approved as provided in this Article.

ArtmicLe X

Bach of the Contracting Parties undertakes to exert appropriate
efforts, consistent with the Charter of the United Nations, to the
énd that no one engages in any activity in Antarctica contrary to the.
principles or purposes of the present Treaty. '

ArrioLe XI

1. If any dispute arises between two or more of the Contracting
Parties concerning the interpretation or application of the present
Treaty, those Contracting Parties shall consult among themselves
with & view to having the dispute resolved by negotiation, inquiry,
mediation, conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement or other
peaceful means of their own choice.

2. Auy dispute of this character not so resolved shall, with the
consent, in each case, of all parties to the dispute, be referred to the
International Court of Justice for settlement; but failure to reach
agreement on reference to the International Court shall not absolve
parties to the dispute from the responsibility of continuing to seek to
resolve it by any of the various peaceful means referred to in para-
graph 1 of this Article.

: ArricLe XTI

1. () The present Treaty may be modified or amended at any
time by unanimous agreement of the Contracting Parties whose
representatives are entitled to participate in the meetings provided
for under Article IX. Any such modification or amendment shall
enter into force when the depositary Government has received notice
from all such Contracting Parties that they have ratified it.

(b) Such modification or amendment shall thereafter enter into
force as to any other Contracting Party when notice of ratification by
it has been received by the depositary Government. Any such Con-
tracting Party from which no notice of ratification is received within
a period of two years from the date of entry into force of the modifica~
tion or amendment in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph
1(a) of this Article shall be deemed to have withdrawn from the
present Treaty on the date of the expiration of such period.

2. (a) If after the expiration -of thirty years from the date of entry
into force of the present Treaty, any of the Contracting Parties whose
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representatives are entitled to participate in the meetings provided
for under Article IX so requests by a communication addressed to the
depositary Government, a Conference of all the Contracting Parties
shall be held as soon as practicable to review the operation of the
Treaty. ’ .

(b) yAny modification or amendment to the present Treaty which
is approved at such a Conference by a majority of the Contracting

(¢) If any such modification or amendment hes not entered into
force in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph 1(a) of this
Article within s period of two years after the date of its communica-

Artriore XIII

1. The present Treaty shall be subject to ratification by the
signatory States. It shall be open for accession by any State which
is & Member of the United Nations, or by any other State which may
be invited to accede to the Treaty with the consent of all the Con-
tracting Parties whose representatives are entitled to participate in
the meetings provided for under ‘Article IX of the Treaty.

2. Ratification of or accession to the present Treaty shall be effected
by each State in accordance with its constitutional Processes.

&S Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall
be deposited with the Government of the United States of America,
hereby designated as the depositary Government.

4. The depositary Government shall inform all signatory and
acceding States of the date of each deposit of an instrument. of rati-
fication or accession, and the date of entry into foree of the Treaty
and of any modification or amendment thereto. ‘

5. Upon the deposit of instruments of ratification by all the signa-
tory States, the present Treaty shall enter into force for those States
and for States which have deposited instruments of accession. There-
after the Treaty shall enter into force for any acceding State upon the
deposit of its instrument of accession.

6. The present Tresty shall be registered by the depositary Govern-
ment pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United N ations.

ArticLs XIV

The present Treaty, done in the English, French, Russian and
Spanish languages, each version being equally authentic, shall be
deposited in the archives of the Government of the United States of
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America, which shall transmit- duly certified copies thereof to ‘the
Governments of the signatory and acceding States. : e

IN wITNESS wjmnmom the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, duly
authorized, have signed the present Treaty.

Done at Washington this first day of December, one thousand
nine hundred and fity-nine.
For Argentina:
ApowrFo SCILINGO
F BrLro
For Australia:
Howarp BrALE
For Belgium:
OzseRT DE THIEUSIES
Tor Chile: _
Magrciar Mora M
E Gasarpo V
Jurio EscupERO
For the French Republic:
Pigrre CHARPENTIER

For Japan:
KoicHIRO ASAKAI
T. SHIMODA

For New Zealand:
G D L WaITE

For NorwaY:
Pavr Kour

Tor the Union of South Africa:
WaentzeEL C. DU Prmssis

Tor the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics:
V., Kvznersov [Romanization] »

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:
Harorp Caccia

For the United States of America:

HerMaN PHLEGER
Pavr C. Danizrs

T cERTIFY THAT the foregoing is a true copy of the Antarctic Treaty
signed at Washington on December 1, 1959 in the English, French,
Russian, and Spanish languages, the signed original of which is de-
posited in the archives of the Government of the United States of
America. :

Ix TosmmoNy wHEREOF, I, Curistiax A. Herrer, Secretary of
State of the United States of America, have hereunto caused the seal
of the Department of State to be affixed and my name subscribed by
the Authentication Officer of the said Department, at the city of
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Washington, in the District of Colunibisa, this second day of December,
1959.

[sEaL] CarisTIAN A. HERTER,
' Secretary of State.

By BarBara HarTMAN,
Authentication Officer, Department of State.

TEXT OF UNITED STATES NOTE OF MAY 2, 19581

ExceLLENCY:

I have the honor to refer to the splendid example of international
cooperation which can now be observed in many parts of the world
because of the cgordinated efforts of scientists of many countries in |
seeking a better Understanding of geophysical phenomena during the
current International Geophysical Year. These coordinated efforts
of the scientists of many lands have as their objective a greatly in-
creased knowledge of the planet on which we live and will no doubt
contribute directly and indirectly to the welfare of the human race for
many generations to come. :

Among the various portions of the globe where these cooperative
scientific endeavors are being carried on with singular success and
with & sincere consciousness of the high ideals of mankind to which
they are dedicated is the vast and relatively remote continent of
Antarctica. The scientific research being conducted in that continerft
by the cooperative efforts of distinguished scientists from many coun-
tries is producing information of practical as well as theoretical value
for all mankind. '

The International Geophysical Year comes to a close at the end of
1958. The need for coordinated scientific research in Antarctica,
however, will continue for many more years into the future. Ac-
cordingly it would appear desirable for those countries participating
in the Antarctic program of the International Geophysical 'Ylg.ar to
reach agreement among themselves on a program to assure the con-
tinuation of the fruitful scientific cooperation referred to above.
Such an arrangement could have the additional advantage of pre-
venting unnecessary and undesirable political rivalries in that conti-
nent, the uneconomic expenditure of funds to defend individual
national interests, and the recurrent possibility of international
misunderstanding. It would appear that if harmonious agreement
can be reached among the countries directly concerned in regard to
friendly cooperation in Antarctica, there would be advantages not
only to those countries but to all other countries as well. :

" The present situation in Antarctica is characterized by diverse
legal, political, and administrative concepts which render friendly co-
operation difficult in the absénce of an understanding among the
countries involved. Seven countries have asserted claims of sover-
eignty to portions of Antarctica, some of which overlap and give rise
to occasional frictions. Other countries have a direct interest in that
mthe Forelgn Ministers of each of the 11 other countries participating in tvh'e' International
‘Geophysical Year activities in Antarotica: Argeuntina, Australfa, Belgium, Chile, France, Japan, New
Zealand, Norway, the Union of South Africa, the U.8.8.R., and the United ngcloxp. Each noto was

dgned and delivered by the American ambassador to that country.
v T LT . ’



